Factors associated with the worsening of the disability grade during leprosy treatment in Brazil.
To analyse factors associated with the worsening of physical disabilities during the treatment of leprosy in Brazil in cases that were newly diagnosed in 2009. This epidemiological study performed as a retrospective cohort investigated the factors associated with the worsening of the physical disability grade during the treatment of paucibacillary and multibacillary leprosy cases. Logistic regression with a confidence interval of 95% was used to analyse the variables associated with the worsening of disability grade. The cases with the greatest odds for worsening physical disability grade were patients from the south (odds ratio [OR] = 2.60) and southeast regions (OR = 1.74); with multibacillary disease (OR = 3.48); who were illiterate (OR = 2.26); and with reactive episodes (OR = 2.42). The factors associated with higher odds of worsening physical disability during treatment demonstrate failure to apply appropriate remedial measures to prevent disabilities, and greater attention should be given to patients with the most severe disease.